


ALL ABOaRD tHE POLaR EXpRESS!
The 2nd grade recently spent several 
days on a learning unit, which focused on 
the Polar Express. The children arrived to 
train tracks in the hallway and snow �akes 
hanging from the ceiling. Mrs. Everroad 
and Mrs. Howle used di�erent aspects of 
the story for math, reading and science 
lessons. The unit concluded with a reading 
pajama party, in front of a roaring �re… on 
the interactive white board, that is!

KICkBaLL LUNCH
Nothing brings a child and their parent closer than… 
lunch and an exciting game of kickball! During the 
month of December, each class in grades kindergarten 
through 6th grade had a special day where they invited 
their moms and dads to square o� on the ball �eld. The 
competition was �erce and the excitement palpable 
for each game, which concluded with the entire grade, 
parents and students enjoying lunch together in the Ra-
mada. Parents also had an opportunity to sample lunch 
duty and led to some parents to sign up to help. Lunch 
duty playground coverage is provided by volunteers each 
day.  It allows teachers time for lunch and to prepare for 
their next class, and gives parents the chance to spend 
time with their child and meet their friends.

CHapEL BUDDIES
Ask any young student at CLS who their favorite older student is and they will eagerly answer 
that it’s their chapel buddy! The chapel buddy program pairs our junior high students with the 
younger students in grades kindergarten through 2nd grade. The students sit together at chapel 
each week, do di�erent activities together throughout the year and develop a very special 
friendship. Chapel buddy activities include reading activities, math activities (counting the 
pumpkin seeds in a pumpkin during the fall), movie events, and more. This special relationship 
continues for many children, even after their older chapel buddy graduates from CLS.

LEaDERSHIp – SaYING THaNk YOU aND HELpING tHE HOMELESS
The 6-8th grade Leadership programs at CLS exist to train students to be thoughtful, 
strong, Christian leaders and examples to their fellow students. Leadership students 
plan and present a breakfast for Veterans on Veteran’s Day. In some cases, this 
breakfast is the �rst thank you that some Veterans have received. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for the Vets to talk about their experiences with the children and build 
camaraderie with one another. The breakfast hosted Vets from WWII, the Korean and 
Vietnam wars and soldiers who’ve recently toured Iraq and Afghanistan. Leadership 
students also created homeless care packages and asked their fellow students to pres-
ent the care packages to the homeless over the holiday season.

RECYCLING PROjECt
Each year, our 6th graders focus on recycling. They learn what and 
how we recycle by visiting a local recycling center and on a rotat-
ing schedule, they empty the recycling bins throughout campus. In 
addition, for science class, they were asked to create a project using 
recycled products. The students could create a sculpture, design a 
poster, write a letter to the Mayor or do a study of their family’s recy-
cling habits. Each student then presented their project to the class.

SOLaR SYStEM
What’s the best way to learn about the solar system? To build it, of 
course! Students in Mrs. Pekera and Miss Primeau’s 5th grade classes 
were given the task to build a 3D version of the solar system. The direc-
tions were clear – be creative! Students used foam balls, marbles, rub-
ber balls, twinkle lights and more to create their models. Each student 
had the opportunity to present their work for their classmates to see!

WaX MUSEUM
The 4th graders were asked to do a report on 
a famous person in history – either current 
or past. But not only were they asked to do 
a report, they were asked to become that 
person, in the form of a “wax �gure.” The 
students took notes and wrote a report on 
their person. To present what they learned, 
the dressed up like their famous person and 
stood frozen in the hallway, until they were 
tapped on the shoulder and brought their 
person to life, sharing what they’d learned!

THaNkSGIVING FEaSt
On the Friday prior to Thanksgiving Break, 
the students and sta� gather for what has 
become an annual event – the Thanksgiv-
ing Feast! Prepared and served by parents, 
the Feast o�ers the entire student body an 
opportunity to enjoy a meal together and 
celebrate our many blessings. This spe-
cial afternoon starts with a Thanksgiving 
chapel presentation by one of our younger 
grades before older chapel buddies assist 
their younger pals through the bu�et line 
and into the festively decorated gym. The 
feast is paid for by donations from our 
families, including students who donated 
their allowance or chore money.  The meal 
is prepared and served by over 25 moms 
and dads who volunteer to peel potatoes, 
prep food, cook and carve turkeys, serve the 
meal and clean up afterwards. After their 
delicious lunch, the entire student body 
moves to the ball �eld for the highly antici-
pated kickball game played between the 
sta� and the Junior High softball team! The 
students had a wonderful time enjoying the 
competition as they cheered on their teach-
ers to a tie with the junior high girls!

What a SIGHT to 
see moms and dads 
HIGH FIVING their 
little (and not so 
little) ones as they 
ROUND THE BASES.

Younger students 
RUN TO GREET 
their older chapel 
buddies on the 
playground 
because they 
LOVE THEM AS 
SIBLINGS!
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Dear Friends of Christ Lutheran:
Our first edition of The Glimpse had a care-

fully chosen theme. “Nice to Meet You” was 
our focus as we began the fall with many return-
ing and new families. It has been a wonderful 
year with smooth transitions and great friend-
ships formed. As we begin the second semester, 
we shift to a theme of “Getting to Know You”. 
It is one thing to meet someone, but it is a bless-
ing to really begin to connect and relate to those 
whom you pass each day on this campus. 

I believe that a strength of our school lies 
in the sense of community which we share 
in this place. We have a wonderful academic 
program. But what is truly unique is what I 
have observed during these past few months 
of school. It is the coming together of parents, 
children, teachers, staff, church members, and 
others. New families tell me that there is a 

“feeling” on this campus that is good. Allow me 
to share some of what I see and love about this 
season of “getting to know you” activities. 
• �Our Leadership students invited veterans 

to our campus for a breakfast and a chapel 
service designed to honor these individuals. I 
saw tears in the eyes of the veterans as they 
thanked the students for recognizing them. 
Some shared that this was the first time they 
had ever been honored or thanked in this way. 

• �Our parents have been coming to share lunch 
with their students and to join them in a par-
ent/student kickball game before returning to 
classes, jobs, and home. What a sight to see 
moms and dads high fiving their little (and 
not so little) ones as they round the bases. 

• �Teachers are here late in the afternoons and 
early in the morning as they meet with par-
ents to partner with them in ways that seek to 
help and support the students.

• �Younger students run to greet their older 
chapel buddies on the playground because 
they love them as siblings! 

• �Teachers ask co-workers to pray for the needs 
of their students and families when they meet 
for morning devotions.

• �Pastors from our church greet the students 
with puppets in the morning and go to the 
classrooms to sing or share with the children.

• �Parent and grandparent volunteers come to 
work with students. Some serve as men-
tors; some serve as tutors. Some of our older 
students mentor younger students.

• �Students bringing in items to share with the 
less fortunate and are often involved in the 
distribution of the items, as well. 

• �We are excited to see the CLS stickers on 
the windows of our cars as we drive on the 
Phoenix streets. We know there are some really 
special people inside—and we speed up a bit 
to share a wave and a smile! 
I could continue this list for many more 

hours, but maybe the best example I could 
share is that we have an opportunity each day to 

“get to know” Jesus and to learn about His love 
for us. He came to earth at Christmas so that 
He could live among us and know us as His 
special and dearly loved children! The love I wit-
ness on this campus is something special and it 
originates from Him. He loved 
us first. May we continue to 
spread that love to others 
with whom we come into 
contact—both on and off 
our campus!
Blessings and Best Wishes,
Cheryl Ehlers 
Principal
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A Note From The Principal

Trebuchet
Each year the seventh graders launch an 

epic battle of wits and mechanics against 
the pastoral staff at CLS, under the tutelage 
of Miss Weber. The students undertake the 
task of creating a trebuchet, which is a me-
dieval catapult that usually launched rocks 
and large stones at one’s opponent, but in 

this case, launched tennis balls at the king’s 
castle. The pastoral staff, costumed as their 

medieval alter egos, gamely defended their 
castle against the siege. At the conclusion 

of the two battles it was unclear which team 
could claim victory so alas, the pastoral staff 

must return next year for the rematch!

Achievement 
Test Results
The focus at Christ 
Lutheran School is to 
prepare our children for 
a balanced experience 
that enables them to 
enter high school as 
well-rounded, well-
prepared, and highly 
respectful young men 
and women, with a 
strong faith base. We 
administer the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 
achievement tests in 
the fall so that we can 
monitor the progress of 
our students and make 
informed judgments 
about our student’s 
educational program-
ming needs. While it is 
important to note that 
we do not put undue 
emphasis on testing 
scores and preparation, 
we were also pleased 
to note that all classes 
show results which indi-
cate achievement well 
beyond grade level at 
the time of testing. Test 
results from fall 2009 
administration are now 
featured online at the 
school website.
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2010 -2011 Enrollment Events
Now is the time to meet our registrar, Denise Monaco, to be sure that all details are in place to 
ensure a seat for your child for the coming school year. Tours are conducted by administration on 
a daily basis at times which are convenient for parents. Your meeting includes time to get to know 
one another, to have your questions answered, and a tour of the classrooms and facilities. 

In addition to these private tours, there will be several open house opportunities at times conve-
nient for most families, including a daytime tour so that parents have a chance to see our classes 
in session. There will also be evening and weekend opportunities. All sessions will allow families to 
meet the faculty and staff. All are welcomed to come at the following times:

• �Observe the students and teachers—Monday, January 25, 9-2 p.m. 
• �An opportunity to visit with teachers—Monday, January 25, 5-8 p.m. 
• ��A time to focus on Kindergarten—Monday, January 25, 6:30 p.m.  

This meeting will be led by the kindergarten faculty to provide an overview 
of kindergarten and to help you evaluate your child’s readiness for a full-day program. 

• �A Leisurely weekend afternoon visit—Sunday, February 28, 3-5 p.m.

Jr. High Advisory Program
In this inaugural year of our Jr. High Advisory Program, 7th and 8th grade students meet weekly 
in small groups to learn study skills, determine their learning styles, and review their perfor-
mance. It has been a joy to see the students analyze their study habits and relate them to their 
academic strengths and weaknesses. In doing this, students have a clearer view of what their 
goals should be for next semester and can develop a plan to achieve these goals. As advisors we 
know these skills will serve the students well as they continue their academic careers. 
This program is unique because each student leads his or her own conference. Prepared with an 
agenda and portfolio of their work, the students met with parents and, with the support of their 
advisor, discussed individual grades and study habits. It was amazing to observe the sincere and 
very adult manner in which children opened in prayer, asked parents to hold questions until the 
end, and then proceeded to discuss their strengths, weaknesses, and goals for the new semester. 
They asked their parents to support them in those goals. Parent feedback has been phenom-
enal. As parents came through the office at the conclusion of the conference, many had words 
of thanks for what this program has done for their child and their relationships as parents. Just 
another way to “get to know” one another with life-changing results! 

Summer Enrichment Programs
Our church’s summer camp program will be held for 9 weeks in June and July. In addition to this 
9-3 program, CLS will be offering enrichment programs. Come and meet us as you register for a 
variety of classes, including book clubs, Mathnasium, chess club, preschool cooking, Jump Start 
enrichment classes, handbells, Spanish, and more. There will be afternoon sports camps, including 
volleyball, basketball, and gymnastics. In addition, you will find some adult classes (i.e. cooking, 
computers) as well as a trip to Alaska which will be led by our own “Iditarod Teacher on the Trail” 6th 
grade science teacher, Jane Blaile. Registration materials will be available in mid-February for the 
summer camp program and in March for the summer enrichment classes/sports camps. 

Glimpse Christ Lutheran School
is published three times 

throughout the school year to 
highlight and promote pro-
grams and events at CLS. If 

you would like to be a part of 
our preferred mailing list for 

enrollment information for 
preschool, school, summer 

enrichment programs, 
and summer camp, please 

contact Kim Walton at 
kwalton@cclphoenix.org


